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Eight municipalities with a total of 255,000 residents are collaborating in Parkstad Limburg. Heerlen forms the heart of this urban area. Characteristic for the Parkstad is the declining number of residents. Population dwindling and aging are phenomena that are also occurring elsewhere, but in this region the effects of the decline are clearly felt.

To offer Parkstad Limburg a sustainable outlook, municipalities are forced to restructure and strengthen their economies. The details of this development are outlined in a regional programme. 

As a result of demolition, the first gaps have begun to appear in the city fabric. In response, the ‘pocket park’ has been introduced: small-scale park facilities that invite the neighbourhood residents to actively participate in their design and realisation. The first pocket park has already been established in Heerlen’s MSP neighbourhood, and similar parks are being set up elsewhere. A concern for the quality of public space is an important part of the vision for the future. Urban farms are also among the possibilities. There has already been speculation about the possibility of vertical farming in the old CBS building. 

www.parkstad-limburg.nl  


