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In an earlier project, Ernst van der Hoeven and architect Anne Holtrop examined how, in a number of places in Amsterdam, local residents make informal use of wasteland to create something of a free state; along railroad yards, on roofs, in derelict building sites, or on a pier jutting into the port. In RepairPark Ernst van der Hoeven goes a step further. With limited resources, they personally give new meaning to a site in the Amsterdam Bijlmer district where high-rise buildings were recently demolished. The remaining wasteland is now a test site where, with certain interventions by Van der Hoeven, nature can reassert itself.

The project serves both ecological and cultural goals. It aims to promote a conscious approach to forgotten areas in the city, to activate city dwellers, and to offer an alternative for the lifeless systemic solutions usually devised by spatial planners and developers. 
www.ernstvanderhoeven.com

