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‘Between the Waters’ is situated at the narrowest point of Emscher island, wedged between the Emscher River and the Rhine-Herne canal. This project in Germany’s Ruhr district provides the local community with a communal garden, while doubling as a water purification installation. 
The garden not only collects water from the river and canal, but also rainwater and local waste water. Several installations – such as a sceptic tank, a wetland and a fountain – offer the visitor a step-by-step understanding of the purification process. A footpath runs through the garden, leading up to an elevated platform above the river dike. From this vantage point the visitor has a view of the severely contaminated Emscher River and the surrounding landscape, which has subsided significantly due to the mining industry in the previous century. 
The project demonstrates how low-tech processes can be used to develop a high-tech system to contribute to reclaiming and restoring the natural environment. 
www.ooze.eu.com

