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Throughout Limburg’s mining region, land subsidence has altered the landscape. The most striking example is in Eisden-Dorp, a sub-municipality of Maasmechelen, where the ground has subsided to depths of 10 metres in places. Since water levels in the Zuid-Willemsvaart canal have remained steady, Eisden-Dorp gradually disappeared behind increasingly taller protective dikes.
The groundwater resources too were completely disturbed. As a result of the closing of the mines, the centre district of Eisden-Dorp became neglected.

At the initiative of the Netwerk Revitalisatie Eisden Dorp, founded by residents, the regeneration of the village has been the subject of many years of study, among others by the Architectuur Depot. In two of the projects, the scars caused by the mining past are used to improve the living quality of the village in a way that can also feature as a tourist attraction.
The ‘Hanging Gardens’ grow along a 450-metre long promenade skirting the canal bank, offered views across the lower-lying village. The ‘Kruinenpad’ (treetop path) gives access to the Greven, a manmade marshland that resulted from the coal mining that was previously impassable. Architectuur Depot developed an elevated steel promenade, allowing pedestrians to stroll across the area at height of the original water level, which is now at treetop height.
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