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In Amsterdam in November 2010, the independent research group CITIES saw the start of its project Farming the City. The goal of the project is to encourage the city’s residents to join in an investigation of innovative ways to produce, store, cook, distribute and share food products. 
The website functions as a free online platform serving initially to document various examples of urban agriculture in Amsterdam. 
As an extension to the website a bicycle route and an ‘urban farming app’ for the iPhone were also developed. The site seeks to invigorate the debate on local food production and to stimulate visitors to join in the effort. 
The Amsterdam case-study demonstrates that a local system of food production and sustainable food transport can have significant added value for the local economy. In a subsequent phase of the project, CITIES aims to research this potential further and so to accumulate knowledge of new trends regarding food. It thereby simultaneously highlights the urgent need for a sustainable system of food production and consumption. The final goal of the project is to develop a local food system for Amsterdam.
Farming the City receives financial support from Stichting DOEN and RaboBank.   Further to this the project has received guidance in its development from Urbaniahoeve,  a Social Design Lab for Urban Agriculture. ARCAM is involved in the project as a partner.
www.farmingthecity.net
