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Some twenty castles and country estates form the heart of a significant landscape culture in the area between Maastricht and Valkenburg. Over time, increasing urbanisation and the construction of roads, a canal and a rail track have severely impacted the value of this landscape, whose oldest parts date back to the 13th century. Several estates are currently uninhabited. 
Various parties have joined forces in the Landgoederenzone project. The estate owners are collaborating with organisations such as Slow Food Limburg, Centrum voor Natuur en Milieu Educatie, Grensschap Albertkanaal and Stichting Hartelt with the aim of preserving and redeveloping this remarkable landscape. Green spaces are brought as close as possible to urban perimeters. 
The project views the entire area as a park zone that interconnects the two cities and that adds a number of unique amenities to the urban milieus. Uninhabited estates are given new functions: for instance as a platform for the arts, or as places to stay for visitors. Domains previously off-bounds are opening up to the public. Revitalised gastronomic gardens are reinstating an original function of historic country estates. These gardens can acquire a role in shortening the food chains around the two cities. Fresh fruits and vegetables from the immediate vicinity are now directly available for residents and local chefs.

Gebiedsontwikkeling Maastricht/Meerssen/Valkenburg is lead by a steering group formed by the municipalities of Maastricht, Meerssen, Valkenburg and the Province of Limburg.
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